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FOREWORD 


The Social Security Research Reports series is intended as a 
vehicle for sharing, with professional researchers, analysts and others 
interested in the social policy field, various staff papers or reports 
which develop out of the research program of the Policy Research 
and Long Range Planning Branch (Welfare) of the Department of 
National Health and Welfare. 


These Reports, and the work related to them, constitute one 
dimension of the information base relevant to policy concerns of the 
Department. As such, they are not statements of government policy, 
but rather seek to contribute to an improved understanding of social 


policy issues. 


It is hoped that interested persons will find the Research 
Reports of some value for their own pursuits. Also, the Department 
would welcome commentary on the papers themselves, as well as 
information about research activities being pursued elsewhere on 


similar or related subjects. 


SI ihae fe 


Marc Lalonde 
Minister of National Health and Welfare 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS 


rvs repont, which 1s) divided -into five sect one, 
Presents the results of a Study on the “characteristics 
Of low-wage earners in 197) and 1973. This first “sec= 
BLlOn is devoted to presenting the highlights of ‘the 
Main Landings , while, in. the second’ Section,  Vthe» data 
source and the methodology adopted to generate the wage 
rate estimates are described. In order to facilitate 
the comparison between 1971 and 1973, the thausd 
section reviews the wage developments which have taken 
place in the two-year period. Finally, the last two 
sections provide the detailed results for 1971 and _ an 
analysis of the changes in the characteristics of low- 


wage earners, which have occurred between 1971 and 1973. 


This\.study was undertaken inorder “to fill, at 
least yoartially, the Information “dap sthaw ~exists. sin 
this area Of research. A “quick look “at the existing 
literature indicates that most of the Canadian studies 
have dealt with the analysis of the effects of an 


increase in the minimum wage, generally a provincial 


minimum ae In some of these cases, data have 
been gathered on the “character istics) of the workers 
whose wage rate was at or slightly above the minimum 
wage level. Thus, in addition to being only relevant to 
that one province, the data have» the ‘disadvantage of 
covering only a segment of the entire population, 
thereby restricting the scope of the analysiss: 


er a 9 ee a ee ee eee eee ee eee ae ee ee eee rer ere eee emsd—_—_ O88 O80 0 


l. See for example: 

(1s) uA Study “of the Impact “or Minimum, Wage 
Revisions on Selected Business Establishments 
seen Jey eile enlgens Cotumola*; Research Branch, 
British~ Columbia Department OE Labour, 
October 19773: 


(11) “The Long-Run Impact of the Thirty =] Cent 
Revision in Ontario's Minimum Wage on Five 
Industries", Research Branch, Ontario 


Manistry! Ofte laboums August ao7e- 


(igi); "A? Study of thes Eifects*\ of the; i10¢. “Inerease 
in the Manitoba Minimum Wage Effective 
October 45200 9724 a2 prepared by Wor. P.S. 
Dhruvarajan for the Manitoba Department of 
Labourjed ua yo oLo74 


(iy) 9 “A Study of the Ertects of ches’. 25> Minimum 
Wage under the Canadian Labour (Standards) 
Code", a OiM.A.-) Zaidds, alaska msFOrces. One halourLr 
Relations, Study No. 16, Ottawa: Information 
Canada, March 1970. 


And the two following studies which focus exclusive- 
ly on the characteristics of low-wage earners: 


(v) "Characteristics of Low-Wage Workers in 
Ontariolj«H.« Richardehird pw Research oragcuy 
Ontario Ministry of Labour, September 1974; 


(vi) "Enquéte sur les Caractéristiques des 
Travailleurs Rémunérés autour du Salaire 
Minimum", Jean-Guy Boutin, Ministére des 


Affaires sociales du Québec, 1975. 


2. It must be pointed out, however, thatuthe -autnanmemos 
the studies have made serious attempts (e.qg., in 
obtaining data from other sources) at comparing 
their sample with the total labour fforce or _ the 
total population. 


The present study is based on the results of a 
comprehensive survey of the Canadian population, namely 
the Survey of Consumer Finances which was conducted by 


Statistics Canada in’ April’ 1972 and April i974 


The evidence contained in this™report is “neither 
new nor unexpected. For example, the analysis confirms 
thatesin £971 “and 1973, the proportions of young, female 
Or Single in the low-wage category were much higher 
than their corresponding proportions in the total wage 
earner group. More specifically, in 1971, the 14-24 
age group constituted 27% of those earning less_ than 
$1.60 per hour while it accounted for only 16.2% of the 
total wage earners. For the female group, the percent- 
ages were respectively 60.3% and 34.5%. Finally, the 
Single group formed 23.9% of those earning less’ than 
Sl,60° per hour as opposed to only 14.8% “of the total 


wage earner population. 


2. This survey is designed to gather some information 
on the incomes and _= sources of incomes Of 
Canadians, not on the wage rate. The next section 
describes how the wage rate was estimated from 
these income data. The results of this analysis 
depend heavily on the assumptions upon which this 
computation is’ based. The Survey of Consumer 
Finances provides no evidence to support these 
assumptions. 


Furthermore, the. data Indicate. thatyee 1g) 1972 
unattached individuals and wives accounted for 71.5% of 
the wage earners with a wage rate below $1.60 per hour. 
The remaining 23°35% constituted the heads of 
families? with more than half of them having no 
chiddren ior onby vone child.) Tne 71973 eesti ees snow pho 
significant changes in these proportions. Thus the 
vast majority of the target population for the minimum 
wage consisted of people with no dependants or _ people 
who are not generally considered as the principal 


earner of a family unit. 
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4. The head of a family unit is defined generally as 
the person who is mainly responsible for the 
maintenance of the unit. However, Statistics 


Canada uses the following coding procedure:(1) in 
families consisting of husband and wife (with or 


without unmarried children), the husband is 
designated as the “head: ‘and’ (2)8)4in families 
composed of parent and unmarried ehinkd (or 


children), the parent is always recorded as_ the 
headi,of the sunit... This, “definition eshouwldmbe kept 
in mind when interpreting the results appearing in 
this report. 


SECTION II 


METHODOLOGY 


This study is based on the Surveys of Consumer 
Fimances -<(SCF) conducted in- April 1972 “and April 1974, 
which collected data on incomes and sources of incomes 
inl opieeand 1973. 9Since “the “ear ly nineteen-fifties, 
Statistics Canada has conducted periodic’ surveys-- 
usually at biennial intervals--of incomes of families 
and individuals. Since April 1972, these surveys are 
conducted every year. They use the full April Labour 
Force Survey sample, that is approximately 35,000 
households chosen by area sampling methods across’ the 
country. The sample is designed to represent all 
persons in the population 14 years of age and over 
residing in Canada, with the exception Of the 
following: residents of the Yukon and Northwest 
Territories, Indians living on reserves, inmates of 
institutions and members of the armed forces. These 
excluded categories amount to about 3% of the total 


population 14 years of age and over>. 
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oe se ee ee ee ee oe ee — 


Sic ® description of the design of “the Labour ~ Force 
Survey can be found in "Canadian Labour’ Force 
Survey (Methodology)", Statistics Canada, Catalo- 
gue No. 71-504, Ottawa, 1965. 


Since this survey did employ the full Labour Force 
Survey sample, income data and labour force data have 
been combined on the tape used as the data base for 
this study. Moreovem, in, addition, "cto 3the  arequilar 
information on the monthly labour force activity, the 
April survey gathers supplementary data on the labour 
market activity over the previous year. Thus, 
additional questions are asked on the number of weeks 
of employment and the number of weeks of unemployment 
in the previous year, on the nature of the work, Leia, 
mostly full-time or part-time work and on the highest 


level of education completed. 


THe init of <1nformatilon sein sthisie Lepomis iseabe 
census family. A census family consists of either a 
husband and wife (with or without children who have 
never married) or a parent with one or more _ children 
who have never married, living together in the same 
dwelling. Unmarried children, regardless of their age, 
living with their parent(s) are considered a part of 
the family, i.e., a census family includes adult child- 
ren aS long as they are not married, separated or 
divorced. In addition to -.census families, the data 
base also includes "unattached individuals"--which in 
official Statistics Canada reports are referred to as 


"persons not in families"--i.e., the persons living by 


themselves or living with unrelated individuals (aS a 
lodger, employee or partner) or living’ with “relatives 


but not in a husband-wife or parent-child relationship. 


For all” “census families®, information on wages 
and salaries! and on the labour market activity of 
both head and wife, if applicable, was recorded on the 
tape. However, the other family members, Leesa; 
the children who were living with their parents and who 
had never married; were left out of the calculations 
Since the information needed to estimate their wage 


rate was missing. 


An estimate of the wage rate was obtained by the 
Department of National Health and Welfare by dividing 
total wages and salaries by an estimate of total annual 
hours of work. The latter was obtained by multiplying 
the number of weeks worked in the previous year by the 


number of hours’ worked in the reference week. To 


me a a a a a a ee 


&. in Siheyy remaining: “part: sof! this section, an 
unattached individual will be considered as a 
family of one person, namely the head. 


ts Respective wages and salaries of the head and of 
the wife did not appear as such on the tape. They 
were replaced by data on types of earnings (wages 
and salaries, military pay and allowances and net 
income from self-employment) for the family as a 
whole, and on total earnings of the head and of 
the wife. For reasons discussed below, we 
excluded families with earnings other than wages 
and salaries. As a result, the total earnings of 
the head and the wife of the remaining families 
consisted only of wages and salaries. 


eliminate some of the biases that could occur with this 
method of estimation, a third piece of information was 
used, that is whether or not the person had worked 
mostly full-time or part-time in the previous year. For 
example, if the head (wife) had been working mostly 
full-time in the preceding year but in the reference 
week was working less than 35 hours, we have 
approximated the weekly hours of work by the average 
weekly hours of work of all the heads (wives) who had 
worked mostly full-time and had 35 hours of work or 
more in the reference week. The same type of 
approximation was used in the case of the persons’ who 
had worked mostly part-time in the previous year but 


were working 35 hours or more in the reference week. 


All the families who, in 1971 or 1973, received 
some income from military sources or from self- 
employment--both farm and non-farm self-employment-- 
were, for many reasons, excluded from the above calcu- 
ations. Firstly, ian “both cases) Witwwas impossible. sto 
determine which family member was the recipient of such 
income. Secondly, the inclusion of families receiving 
military pay and allowances would have resulted in a 


greater imprecision in the wage rate estimate. Finally, 


the number of hours worked by the self-employed is much 
more likely to vary greatly from week to week and, 
Hence, Mrrbecomes very” difficult tto h-approximate methe 
average weekly hours by a single observation--namely, 


the number of hours worked in the reference week. 


The estimated wage rate is’ a proxy for the actual 
wage rate. Since the wage and salary data do not’ make 
any distinction between regular and overtime pay, it is 
likely that the calculated wage rate is in fact over- 
estimating the actual wage rate--assuming other things 


being equal. 


On the other hand, the quality of the approxima- 
tion varies among subgroups. It is obviously better 
for reqular full-time workers. It can be expected to 
be less accurate for part-time workers--especially part- 
time, part-year workers--since for those, the number of 
pees in the reference week is less likely to _ be 
representative of their average work week. Moreover, 
the number of weeks worked is also probably less 


reliable than for full-time workers. 


Because of the methods of approximation discussed 
above, it was necessary to adopt fairly wide intervals 


for the wage rate variable in order to prevent improper 
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inferences. The choice of boundary values reflects the 
variation in the legal minimum wage rates prevailing in 
Canada eine lo 7 and 91973: Thus; Nin OF eihe wSleca 
minimum wage ranged from $0.95 (women in Prince Edward 
Island) to $1.75 (federal minimum wage) while in 1973, 
it ranged from > 1eLO (women Ng Prince Edward 
Island) -c0352425 WBritrsh'Calumbiai. Since foursainter— 
est was in low-wage earners, we had to select a lower 
bound high enough to include most of the minimum wage 
earners but yet not too high because of the low minimum 
wage in some provinces. For this reason, we have 
chosen $1.60 per hour; but, to give a broader picture, 
the tabulations will also show the number of persons 
earning less than $1.90 per hour and less than $2.50 
per hour. And, in order to reflect the increase in 
wage rates over the two-year period, a higher boundary 


($3.00 per hour) will also be presented for 1973. 
For methodological reasons, any comparison of the 


results of the present study with those of others’ can 


only be tentative. For example, the Ontario study® 


eee ee ee 
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on Hird, H. Richard, "Characteristics of Low-Wage 
Workers in Ontario", Research Branch, Ontario 
Ministry of Labour, September 1974. 


it 


differs in three important respects. First, the 
populations used to make inferences are different: Hird 
drew his sample from CMC clients, 93% of whom were 
unemployed eat.ithe time of the survey.) This report. is 
based on a representative sample of the Canadian 
population, from which we excluded children who had 
never married and who were living with their parents 
Since no information was available on their labour 
Market activity. The reference periods are also 
different: the Ontario survey was carried out during 
the period November 1973 - March 1974, while the Survey 
of Consumer Finances was carried out in April 1972 and 
1974--demographic characteristics are for April 1972 
and 1974 and labour force characteristics are for April 
1972 and 1974 and the years 1971 and 1973. Finally, the 
methods for calculating the wage rate are different: in 
the “Ontario study, the wage rate, or the salary 
reported by the registrant, was set as the eligibility 
criterion: “the registrant had to have earned (or be 
Barning) $2.50 per hour or less, “or $100.00 per week ‘or 
less in his/her last job (or present job). The criteria 
of $100.00 per week or less was applied only to 
full-time employment, whereas’ the S250 OT less 


criteria applied to all types of employment. 


iz 


Information was also gathered on the registrants who 
had not "worked since February 17 919 73,0 "provided mariage 
they indicated a willingness to work for $2.50 per 
hour or less, or for $100.00 per week or Lease tua On 
the other hand, the wage rate in this report was 
estimated as described in the above pages. 

Both surveys suffer from weaknesses”. For 
example, the primary purpose of the Survey of Consumer 
Finances is not to obtain an estimate of the wage rate 
but rather good income data. The wage rate estimates 
may lack somewhat in accuracy and the results’ should 
therefore be interpreted with caution. However, it is 
felt that the exercise is worthwhile since it adds 


valuable information to a rather neglected aspect of 


the research on the low-income population. 


cm a a a a a a a a eee 
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10. For the limitations of the Ontario survey, see 
Hiroe 74)i. Opescle. sobs 46 
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SBCTION Jit 


ae eee ee wee, 


This section includes a summary table Showing the 
average wage ratell by selected characteristics for 
1971 and 1973 and a comparison of these results to 


other published information. 


Between 1971 and 1973, the estimated average wage 
Botemumereased=by 14.6%, from $3.5) per hour to. s4.03 
(see Table A below). The head group experienced a 
higher increase than average, that is, 16% as opposed 
SOR ose erOn the wives. Among the provinces, 
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Saskatchewan recorded 
increases of over 20%. Finally, workers in the sales 
and serviceS occupations showed increases in their 


average wage rate of 23.4% and 19% respectively. 


—— ee ee ee eee we 


me re ee em ee ee ee ee ee eee 


ll. The wage data from which those averages are 
calculated have been estimated according to the 
methodology described in Section Il. Since ~this 
procedure is likely to yield some very high values 
(e.g., some respondents gave a very small number 
of weeks of work but a relatively high amount of 
wages and salaries), it was decided to restrict 
the computation of the averages to wage rates 
below $15.00. As a result, slightly less than 1% 
of the sample was excluded from the computation of 


the averages. 
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TABLE A 


ESTIMATED AVERAGE WAGE RATES BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
1971 AND 1973 
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Selected Characteristics 1971 1973 %_Increase 


Family Status 


Unattached Individual 2.93 3.44 Ay pare! 
Head Total SEES) Ae LGe0 
Married couple 3.6L £.38 15 %..0 
Married couple with children 4.18 4.93 LOE, 
Single parent (male) 4.15 4.87 1isers 
Single parent (female) 2 xa 2269 19.4 
Wife Deh 8206 2G 


Province 


Newfoundland Zieh 8.49 ae Se | 
Prince Edward Island 230 2.84 to 
Nova Scotia 2.95 B59 hale | 
New Brunswick S708 343 JEU ATO 
Quebec 338 o.o5 Ae 
Ontario Seer aw Awe4 ia 6 
Manitoba eine Saeed LS9 
Saskatchewan 2.89 3.49 20,8 
Alberta 3.48 3.90 LOR 
British Columbia Bcd 4.48 LG. 2 


Selected Occupations 


Clerical Oa95 323.6 hye 9 
Sales a. 25 AO 1. 2a 
Services Died a Oe 19.0 


Total Wage Earners Sel 4.03 14.8 


22 =e « 
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These results compare favorably with changes meas- 
ured by other surveys. For example, in its monthly 
Survey of, large firms, Statistics Canada recorded an 
overall increase of 16.6% in average weekly wages’ and 
Salaries and changes in the provincial rates varying 
between 15.8% for Ontario and 23.5% for Prince Edward 


Island (see Table B). 


During the same period, the average hourly 
earnings among selected industries showed increases 


ranging from 14.9% to 23.1% (see Table C). 


Since the purpose of this study is to describe the 
characteristics of low-wage earners, it is interesting 
to review what happened to the minimum wage rates 
between 1971 and 1973. Table D provides a summary of 
the various changes both in the federal and in _ the 


provincial minimum wage rates. 
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TABLE_B 
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AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGES AND SALARIES BY SELECTED 
INDUSTRIES AND BY PROVINCE, 


1971LVAND L973 
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Selected Industries 
and PeOVan Ceyaie 


Industrial composite 
Manufacturing 
Construction 

Service 


Newfoundland 

Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 

New Brunswick 

Quebec 

Onearrve 

Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 

Alberta 

British Columbia 


Source: 


toa 


137.64 
143399 
3 826 
Dei oT 


UP Moe IPS, 
39297 
ir etay 
grees 6 
P3204 
143.04 
123.84 
Bee lee hk 
Dene Je) 
Wey are! 


nD es 


160.46 
167.48 
225.45 
LTAS53 


149.09 
EEL Peele) 
134.44 
Teh! EM) 
154.30 
Tee oa) 
144.76 
V42.28 
Lelie! 2 
WO 222 


Canadian Statistical Review, Cat. 


% Increase 


IES 5) 
Tos 
Von s 
UN is 2 


20.4 
2359 
OR 
Toe2 
IWS. 5) 
LSeg 
MS) 
ie 
Ge 
eves) 
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No. 


V-003, sIintormataonmeanagas Ortayva 


rose ne ee ee See ee ee 


AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS BY SELECTED 


TABLE _C 


INDUSTRIES ,1971, AND 1973 


——— 


pelectede Inductmles 


Minang (aneluding miiling) 


Manufacturing 

ConsGruction 

Hotels, restaurants 
and taverns 

Urban transit 

Highway and bridge 
maintenance 

Laundries, cleaners 
and pressers 


Source: 
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1971 
4.04 


Shea, 
4.75 


2.94 


one 


1973 
4.82 


385 
Dee 616 


ARIAS 
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SECTION IV 
CHARACTERISTICS OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS, 1971 


In this’ section, the major characteristics goe saruc 
1971 low-wage population are reviewed. This (1S setou 
lowed by an analysis of the changes which have occurred 


between 1971 and 1973. 


In 1971, the population under study was composed 
of 6,360,190 persons, that is all the persons’ whose 
only source of employment income was wages and sal- 
ap ee-s. Of those, 801 thousand, that is SU 26s 
earned less than $1.60 per hour and 2.123 million, that 
is 33.4%, earned less than $2.50 per hour (see Table 


Petia ine 


Table A.l shows (that the 14-24" vear ‘old group. was 


Overrepresented in the low-wage category-?: aie 
constituted 27% of the group earning less than $1.60 


per hour while representing only 16.2% of all the wage 


a ee ee ee Se SS 


—— 


Nea It must be pointed out once more that the 
population under study does not include the child- 
ren who had never married and who were living 
with their parents, and the families and unat- 
tached individuals who received military pay and 
allowances and/or income from self-employment 
(including farm self-employment) in 1971. 


V3 From this point on, "low-wage earner" will mean 
"a person who earned less than $1.60 per hour". 
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earners. On the other hand, more than 20% of the young 
workers earned less than $1.60 per hour and more than 
Che bal teearned) less thane$2.50 sper? hour’ compared to 
10.4% and 28.4% respectively in the 25 to 59 year old 


group. 


three-fitths of those earning, less: than’ Si.60.” per 
NOlEewereswomen! whide’ thee temaley* group “accounted Titer 
only one-third of all the wage earners in 1971 (see 
Table A.2). In absolute numbers, 483 thousand women 
were making less than $1.60 per hour as opposed to 318 
thousand men. The greatest number of female low-wage 
eamnersewas found in the wife category (See Table’ A-3)- 
But relatively speaking, they still were in a _ better 
position than female unattached individuals who 
represented 17.8% of those earning less than $1.60 per 
hour but’only 9.2% of the total wage earners: Finally, 
28.6% of the low-wage earners were in the head group 
while the latter accounted for more than 57% of the 
totalewagjesearpners., “This: is due*to the fact” that jonly 
Feovecot thes neads made: less than’ ~$1 60; per Js hour Sas 


opposed to 21% of the unattached individuals and 20.9% 


of the wives. 
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TablelA.4 shows: the” population=™ broken down eby 
family characteristics andeby age.) ine Chom ldo 2 Agee ecr 
oldhgroup, 27.7% of the unattached »indiyiduals® =earned 
less than S1.60°per hour as) opposedy to only 9 e -ecre tic 
young heads of family while, in the older age group, 
the percentages were respectively 17.5% and 6.0%. Age 
is a'much less important’ factor-among wives, "eines fact, 
both young and other (25 and over) wives were heavily 


represented in the low-wage earner group. 


Rather than look at family characteristics, one 
Gan=look “atemarital status by agesand@sex. As Tables 
A. 5 and? A’. 6 show, “the results’ ares Note signiimcanely, 
different except for the married females. THIsteqroup 
includes mostly wives and it is therefore not sSurpris- 
ing tO. find "a much = greater™=than@average: proport tone sor 
low-wage earners. On the other hand, despite their low 
percentage o£ the? total > wager earners 4{1.en5 T24e8g0- 
Single persons represented almost 24% of those earning 
tess than $1260 per hour’ This#is duesemost] yemcommtne 
fact that single persons are relatively younger. and 
hence less experienced which means that they often fill 
the jobs at the lower end of the wage scale. [neat has 
respect their situation weegfairlyes ini are toe wehatmod 


the wives whose labour market activity is characterized 


Zi 


by frequent movements in and out of the labour’ force. 
Les is more’ difficult in ‘those conditions: to aspire to 


higher-paid jobs. 


Three of the economic regions, thats, 1S wa areuc 
Ouebec and the Prairies were “overrepresented in) ‘the 
low-wage category (see Table A.7). For example, with 
less than 8% of the total wage earners, the Atlantic 
provinces accounted for more than 14% of the low-wage 
Sarici@es. witis denives trom the: factmthat. o23e0" Of rene 
earners in the Atlantic region were making less’ than 
-ie60 per hour ‘as opposed, for*example, to) only 10s 9 in 
Ontario and in British Columbia. These results seem to 
replicate the pattern of the minimum wage rates pre- 
valimnag among ‘the regions 9an  1971°. Thus; 4% whe 
Rolantic provinces: ‘the minamumo rate was beeweenles0295 
per hour (for female workers) and $1.35 per hour. In 
Quebec, the lowest rate was $1.35 per hour and the 
highest $1.50 per hour. In the Prairies, the® “rate 
varved between Si.'5 per hour and $1.65 per “hour. In 
Ontario, the minimum rate was increased from $1.50. (per 
Hour#re Sleo5aper) hour “ain*Apral97 be whtle,? an British 


Columbia, the minimum rate was $1.50 per hour (see 


Table D above). 
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Low-wage earners can also be classified by size of 
area of residence. Table A.8 shows that 10.2¢m0f the 
wage earners living in urban areas with a population of 
100,000 thousand or more were in the low-wage group 
compared to about 14.5% in other urban areas and 18.9% 


: 14 
in rural areas . 


Low-wage earners are more likely to be working in 
occupations 2 such as service, recreation, trans- 
portation and communication (see Table A.9). Thus, one 
of those four occupations was claimed by 25.5% of the 
low-wage earners aS opposed to only 14.8% of the total 
wage earners. Although the male group accounted _ for 
more than 63% of the earners working in these 
occupations, it constituted only 33% of the low-wage 
earners (see Table E below). This is due to the fact 
that 40% of the women in these occupations were earning 
less than $1.60, per hour as opposed toumon ive! = camor 


the men. 


14. It must be remembered that every person receiving 
income from farm self-employment has been excluded 
because of the difficulties involved in estimating 
1ts wage rate. 


15. The occupation code refers to the job held in “the 
reference week (or to the previous job if the per- 
son was unemployed) but the wage rate is for the 
previous year. The comparison is therefore inac- 
curate for the persons who have moved from one 
occupational group to another either during the 
year or between the end of the year and the time 
of the survey. 
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TABLE E 


DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY SEX AND SELECTED OCCUPATIONS ,1971 


SO eR Se 5 ae a Se ee ee Seat en see eke en en ee pee sea iow So aes os Sen tse Lao _oen 


So ee ce ee ee ee ee em ee oe re ee ee ee ee ee 


Service, Recreation, 
Transportation and Communication 


Both sexes Men women 

Number of Earners 

LOw Wage 20:47 2 LO) 66,630 Lae ao 

Tora. 938,740 595,260 343,300 
SoDistribution 

Low Wage 100.0 32 56 67.4 

Total 100.0 63.4 36.6 
% of Low Wage eeu, ee. 40.0 


= ee ee eee ee cen ee re se ee ee re me 0m ee ge Se ee ee ee ee oe Lee ee om eee ee _ere Se ee a ee ome se ee ae ees See Le _ me __ ee _ eon ote ee 


Clerical and Sales 


Both Sexes Men Women 

Number of Earners 

Low Wage 162,300 38,580 bs ny eB) 

Total M2687 60 S52, 400 7.5 51,9160 
* DIstribuvion 

Low Wage LOOS0 23.60 y Gaere 

Total EO OSG 40.4 59.6 
% of Low Wage B28 Loe 16.4 


a ee ee ee sw ee we eee ne ee re ee es ee eee ee oe eee ee ee ee eee ee eS 
eee oe ee ee ee oe - = 


Tre ssituacion was quite “similar, in “thee -clerical 
and sales occupations where only 7.5% of the men _ were 


in the low-wage group compared to 16.4% of the women. 
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As expected, the groups with the lowest  devels Slot 
education were overrepresented in the low-wage category. 
Thus, those: with Grade “8 ‘or less} formed 85.53.00 brie 
low-wage earners but only 24.6% of the total wage earners 
(see Table A.10). The = Situation was «quite, “simvlace tor 
those who had not completed their hiqh school education, 


the percentages being 34.9% and 29.8% respectively. 


As Tables A.10.1 and A.10.2 show, the same _ phen- 
omenon can be observed for both men and women. The only 
difference is that 39.7% of all the women with Grade 8 or 
less, earned less than $1.60 per hour as opposed to. only 


ll. lt of sthe men. 


The fact that 28.6% of the low-wage earners were heads 
of families gives us little indication on the extent of 
their Sian viveeresponsib mimes: Tables A.1l_= and A.12 
provide us) with mone sinftormation. asine Table Awl, maweamcece 
that heads of two-parent families with children were 
accounting for 57.6% of the low-wage head group as opposed 
to 71.2% of the total head wage earners. However, heads 
(most of whom were women) of single-parent families consti- 


tuted 14slb¢vof (the low-wage “head sqroupebutie.omiy 4.3 tec 
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the head wage earners. On the other hand, the distribu- 
tion of low-wage heads by number of children under 18 
years iOldiidoes: mot differ signdficantly rom the. dis— 
tribution of the total head wage earners (see Table 
yA a The most important difference occurs’ for 

families with no children: their share of low-wage 
neaderitseslaghtiy higher “than their share of the @toteal 
wage earners (35% compared to 31.3%). This can be 
partly explained by the fact that the heads of small 
families are relatively younger than the heads of other 


family sizes (see Table F below). 


TABUEL & 


HEAD'S AGE BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 18, 1971 


ee ea a re en a a ee ne ee re er cr en a ee ee a re 


Age of Head 


Number of Children % 
Under 18 14-24 Zot. 14+ 

No Children 142,300 995,370 Lees Sepelee) 
Row Percent 225 Giro 

One Child L277 800 FLO 7440 832,240 
Row Percent 13.6 86.4 

Tworchildren & Over 42,520 1,618,490 661,010 
Row Percent 2.6 97.4 

Total 298, 1:20 35.333 7,500 3,63, 420 
Row Percent Sure 91.8 


ce ce a a a 
ca a a a ES — 


* Total number of heads of single-parent and two- 
parent families. 
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Table A.13 presents the percentage distribution of 
low-wage heads according to the wives' wage rate. 
Although the same proportion of wives’ worked in) 1971, 
the families headed by low-wage earners were less 
likely to benefit from the wife's employment than the 
other families. Thus, 16.4% of the wives of low-wage 


heads made less than $1.60 per hour as opposed to only 


8.5% in the total wage earner group. 


On the other hand, as Table A.14 shows, a slightly 
higher proportion of wivesswith ‘chi ldremedid sence work 
in 1971. In addition, the wives with children were 
overrepresented in the low-wage category with 71.7% 
of those earning less than $1.60 per hour compared to 
63.3% among the total wife wage earners. These results 
are not very surprising if one considers that the wives 
with children probably had to interrupt ther Mlapou, 
force participation for ‘some time to. raise, “their 
children. Moreover, the presence of children may, in 
some cases, force some of them to work only at  part- 


time jobs, which usually means lower wage rates. 


ee | 


SECTION V 


COMPARISON BETWEEN 1971 AND 1973 


ime tollowing four tables present a summary of the 
major findings on the characteristics of low-wage earn- 
ers in 1971 and 1973. Tables G and H show the incid-— 
ence of low earnings within selected demographic groups. 
Tables I and J compare the share of these groups in 
each wage rate interval ([0.01 - 1.59], [1.60 - 1.89] , 
[1.90 = 2.49])to their share in the total population 


for 1971 and 1973 respectively. 


Between 1971 and 1973, the proportion of wage 
earners making less than $1.60 per hour decreased from 
126% to §.4% while the proportion of those earning 
ieseeiehan sl.90.per hour dropped trom V9. is to “12.77%. 
These results are not surprising since, as we have seen 
before, the average wage rate increased by 14.8% 
between the two years. Moreover, at the end of 1973, 
most of the legal minimum wage rates, with the excep- 
tion of the Atlantic provinces, were at or above $1.80 
per hour while at the end of 1971, only the federal, 


the Ontario and the Manitoba minimum rates were above 


SilevoOL per, hour. 
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TABLE G 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS BY 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 1971- 


eT 


Wage Rate Less Than 


Selected Characteristics Si.60 (iia. S190 / hes CPi SOWA sy ae 
Total by Sex and Family Status es cae LOee Bima. 
Male Total 71.6 Pe 20 or 
Male head Biel! 8.7 L336 
Male unattached ico PJ iil Shaly? 
Female Total 22.0 34.0 55.6 
Female head 23.6 oye 59.6 
Female unattached 24.5 D607) 56.0 
Wife 2089 32s) Sie | 
Total by Family Status and Age 12.26 iS pa 33.4 
Head Total On 9.6 2020 
14-24 years old 933 1D) 348 
25 and over 6.0 Om bitelens) 
Unattached Total 210) BOR 46.6 
14-24 years old Zea), 40.4 62.5 
25 and over Melee) 25.4 Bore 
Wife Total 29 Sey Sell 
14-24 years old Ns om 36.9 62752 
25 and over ZORe 31.6 Disk. 
Total by Age 1256 is Beall Bish 
14-24 years old Zee) 3252 54.4 
25-59 years old Ores Hs te) 20.4 
60 and over Lal 2s Shela 
Single Wage Earners by Sex 20.4 30.0 46.9 
Single male ho 0 26.4 40 
Single female 20-4 34.2 54.9 
Total Heads of 2-Parent Family Dar 8.6 ES.6 
Without children Thege) bO78 25510 
With children Daa the!) ho..8 
Heads of One-Parent Family Z0e> 31 510 


Sole Earner in a Family of 
Two or More Persons rat sie es) ZOes 


——_—_—_— a 


TABLE H 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS BY 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 1973. 


Wage Rate Less Than 


pelectead Characteristics Sl. 60/hrs S190) ir. Sz250/ fr. 
Total by Sex and Family Status 8.4 Ley 2a 7 
Male Total Nae 6.4 14.0 
Male head B82 4.9 Pew 
Male unattached 9.6 LBa9 2159 
Female Total D4 258 42.8 
Female head iG 7 25120) 45.9 
Female unattached Lok 26.1 44.8 
Wife La. 7 22*..6 lie! 
Total by Family Status and Age 8.4 1a 24.7 
Head Total Bad Sie: 1208 
b4-24 years old Bed le 28.9 
25 and over oye) Did bis 
Unattached Total US eZ Leet 36.0 
14-24 years old 16.4 25.4 48.0 
25 and over BS) MER 29.6 
Wife Total Pay 2256 Ged. 
14-24 years old 13.3 ID a 307.6 
25 and over 83:..8 Oa Wires: 39.6 
Total by Age 8.4 Lore 24.7 
14-24 years old eS) 222 4263 
25-59 years old bea), LO 2022 
60 and over i220 70 Sues 
Single Wage Earners by Sex 132 AILS) 305) 
Single male Ore 14.9 29.4 
Single female 70 D2 44.5 
Total Heads of 2-Parent Family 2 4.9 Lie 
Without children 4.2 6.6 14.9 
With children 2.8 4.3 9.8 
Heads of One-Parent Family 13.9 20 i 39.3 
Sole Earner in a Family of 5.0) 6.8 14.4 


Two or More Persons 
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TABLE I 


SHARE OF SELECTED GROUPS IN THE LOW-WAGE INTERVALS COMPARED TO THEIR 
SHARE IN THE TOTAL WAGE EARNER GROUP, 1971. 


Share in Share in the Group Earning 
The Total Less Than 
Wage Earner 

Selected Characteristics Group S1.'60/hr.. Sl. 90/ire eto cymes 
Total by Sex and Family Status* 100.0 10020 100.0 100.0 
Male Total 65.5 Boke il 3326 42.6 
Male head Soe Zor0 25a. 30.8 
Male unattached LORS 1am he ne Le 
Female Total 34.5 GO 61.4 Bhs 
Female head ae) J oe | Shee 
Female unattached he ies L76 15.4 
Wife 23.4 39.0 40.1 3057 
Total by Family Status and Age 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Head Total stip 28.6 Pose) See 
14-24 years old 4.7 See SVs) 4.9 
25 and over a2.4 257 24.9 2933 
Unattached Total 19CD SU 4ae) Syleagt PE fi 
14-24 years old One 14.7 14.2 2 
25 and over 25 Wy exe) PX, 14.6 
Wife Total Di eg! 39°30 40.1 Sieg) 
14-24 years old 4.8 8.8 2. 9.0 
25 and over L326 Sa SOG Ie Zo oy 
Total by Age 100.0 POCO 100.0 100.0 
14-24 years old PG 2 2720 Z1ao 26.4 
2 -o9 vearsnold 76.6 63:43 6345 65.3 
60 and over Hee! O27 Se S23 
Single Wage Earners by Sex 14.8 23.9 AGIA PAW a 
Single male 820 12:..0 Baht 0 S82) 
Single female 6.8 1 Beat?) paral iz 
Total Heads of 2-Parent Family 54.6 24.5 LOT 30.4 
Without children 14.0 8.1 ae) 9.9 
With children 40756 16.4 Loe 20.5 
Heads of One-Parent Family 2a) 4.0 4.1 S28 
Sole Earner in a Family of Zoe Lay 14.1 Peed @) 


Two or More Persons 


Percentages may not add to total due to rounding. 
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TABLE J 


SHARE OF SELECTED GROUPS IN THE LOW-WAGE INTERVALS COMPARED TO THEIR 
SHARE IN THE TOTAL WAGE EARNER GROUP, 1973. 


Share in Share in the Group Earning 
The Tetal Less Than 
Wage Earner 
Selected Characteristics Group SI 460/hri.o » $1 290/hr = S26 50/hr. 
Total by Sex and Family Status* 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Male Total 6245 dias Ol 356 
Male head Does Pon? 2 OMI 2041 
Male unattached LORG U2 cal 16 bing 
Female Total ST ek 68.2 6855 64.4 
Female head 2S 50 orn) Ae 
Female unattached 9.8 LOS 19.0 eer 
Wife 24.9 43.4 44.3 42.0 
Total by Family Status and Age LOO; 0 100.0 LOO.0 100.0 
Head’ Total 54.8 Diy 2d 28.4 
14-24 years old 4.4 on8 4.0 ne 
2) and over 50.4 Za Za: gg Al 
Unattached Total DOES 31.9 30.6 29.6 
14-24 years old 750 13:7 14.0 13.6 
25 and over 33 Monae LGE6 16.0 
Wife Total 2a.9 43.4 Aes 3 ea) 
14-24 years old 4.8 05 1Oa23 9.9 
25> and over FAAP 3269 345.0) Beal 
Total by Age 100.0 L050 100.0 £0050 
14-24 years old iets 28%.0 2853 Paps ei! 
25-59 years old yAowae) 60.9 Gia 62.3 
60 and over 7.8 biel LOR 4: 9.9 
Single Wage Earners by Sex 1525 24.9 24.3 23.0) 
Single male 8.1 9.8 9.5 9.6 
Single female 7.4 Hae areal 14.8 13.4 
Total Heads of 2-Parent Family 5) UKs) 19.5 20.0 23.4 
Without children Rete 6.9 Hil $23 
With children 3749 12.6 L228 15.0 
Heads of One-Parent Family Sey Dee ok 5.0 
Sole Earner in a Family of 
Two or More Persons 20 LEs9 eee: 13.4 


we a 2 eee 


* Percentages may not add to total due to rounding. 
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AS in 1971, the proportions of young, women sor 
single were much higher in the low-wage categories than 
in the total wage earner group. We can, i) stacce, 
notice sal’ Slight deteriorationvort the situation "Of ~Ehe 
female wage earners since their proportion in the 
low-wage groups increased more rapidly than their 
proportion=in the total population.” “As a “result egeve 
Situation of the male heads improved correspondingly. 
Thus, their share of the low-wage group decreased by 
21.22 (irom 25.0¢*to 19.79)" while their “share = oferene 
population was reduced by” only Soscran frome 55a25 ec 


B2n 96) « 


One® wtactor Swhich certainly “accounusm@itcor the 
increase in the proportion of female low-wage earners 
is the increase in the number of women holding part- 
time jobs. For example, Table K shows that more women 
worked mostly part-time in 1973 than in 1971, while the 


Opposite was true for men. 
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TABLE K 


NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WAGE EARNERS WHO WORKED MOSTLY 
PART-TIME BY°SEX, 197) AnD 1972 


——_-— = ee ey 
— AO 2D Se 2S we as amie se Gwe ow oe =e ee ee 


Wevalie 

eo IRE % Change 
Men 7 
Mostly Part-Time 184,060 147,660 -19.8 
Total Wage Earners 4, 66,8350) 942704130 2D 
% of Part-Time Aid eos 
Women 
Mostly Part-Time 472,940 5597720 Brea 
Total Wage Earners 27 98% 300827 9227040 5.0 
% of Part-Time 2S Zee 


-— oOo eo ese eee ee we ee en ees ee — = = - —— 


Other hypotheses which could be suggested include!®; 


(1) an increase between 1971 and 1973 in the proportion 
of women in the lower wage industries; (ii) smaller wage 
increases in industries in which women were concentrated; 
and (iii) a greater number of female entrants than male 
entrants in the labour force which, given the fact that 
new entrants usually receive lower wages than experienced 
WOLKeES, had the effect ‘of impeding the “increase “in 


female wages. 


~~ = = mom eee ee 
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16s te is not the purpose of the report to carry further 
this analysis. However, the interested reader will 
find relevant data and some analysis in: 


(i) “Women in the Labour Force: Facts and Figures", 
Women's Bureau, Labour Canada, Ottawa: Intor— 
Mation Canada, annual; 


(ii) “Opportunity for Choice: A Goal for Women in 
Canadas 7Gatl: (CVA. “Cook. (eds), Statistics 
Canada in association with the C.D. Howe Res- 
earch Institute, Ottawa: Information Canada, 
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Finally, it is also worth mentioning that about 
12% of the 1973 low-wage earners were the sole earners 
in a family of two persons or more as opposed to over 


TAS i nw oie 


In summary, it seems that the characteristics of 
low-wage earners did not change significantly between 
L971 and 1973. The» vast majority of them Stille concise 
ted of persons living alone or of wives in families 


where the husband was also working. 
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APPENDIX A 


DETAILED TABLES, 1971 


Percentage 
Earners by 


Percentage 
Earners by 


Percentage 
Earners by 
Sex to ee 


Percentage 
Earners by 
Ages L971. 


Percentage 
Earners by 
POT 


Percentage 
Earners by 
Me 


Percentage 
Earners by 


Percentage 
Earners by 
Logie 


Percentage 
Earners by 


Distribution of  Low-Wage 
Ages LOT 1,. 

Distribution of Low-Wage 
Sex, 1971. 

Distribution of Low-Wage 


Family Characteristics and by 


Distribution of Low-Wage 
Family Characteristics and by 


Distribution of Low-Wage 
Marital Status and by ‘Sex, 


Distribution of Low-Wage 
Marital Status and by Age, 


Distribution of Low-Wage 
Recton, L971. 
Distribution of Low-Wage 


Size of Area of Residence, 


Distribution of Low-Wage 


Occupation, 1971. 


APPENDIX A CONT'D. 
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Percentage Distribution of Low-Wage 
Earners by Level of Education, 19/1. 


Percentage Distribution of Male Low-Wage 
Earners by Level of Education, 1971. 


Percentage Distribution of Female Low- 
Wage Earners by Level of Education, 19/71. 


Percentage Distribution of Low-Wage 
Heads’ iby Family “Characteris ticsy 197): 


Percentage Distribution of Low-Wage 
Heads by Number of Children Under 18 
Yearsot vAge, 7 1L9O71- 


Percentage Duster bUeiong ~oF Low-Wage 
Heads by Wife's Wage Rate, 1971. 


Percentage Distribution of Low-Wage 
Wives by Whether or Not They had Child- 
ren, 1971. 
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TABLE A. 1 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS | 
BY AGE, 1971 


Age 


14-24 years old 
row pet 2 
column pet 


29-99, years old 
row pet 
column pet 


60 years and over 
row pct 
column pet 


Total 
row pet 


— ee 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 


S60 / ee 


216,220 
TAG 
27.00 


906,520 
10.4 
Os 


(33020 
Le, ad 
Daal 


800, 760 
1226 


Less Than Earners 
S910) fee ge S2).5 0/ hae 
33570 560,990 E031 ke 0 
32.0 54.4 
og ISS) 26,4 L622 
T7200 e366. 040 4 O17 3500 
1548 Zo 54 
635 6563 766 
Li s470 17-5630) 455,890 
MES 33.5 
97 yp 2! Tie 
ee a GOn 2a 22/60 6,360,190 
LORE Bons 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are 
living with their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 
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TABLE A.2 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BYe SEXO) 


i a 


Sex Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 


61..60/hv..) VSbe90/hrs2e52550/hre 


a a a A 


Male S17 ooU 468,490 903,960 A G60 30 
row pet 9 TR Lila PAN 
column pct 39 38.6 #256 sey) 
Female 482,870 74OR0 0G ZS 800 DOS 23.00 
row pet 220) 34.10 5536 
column pct 60.93 Ole D4 DAS 5 
Total S0057 G0), 24 yo eh? 27 60 6, 360,190 
row pet 1226 Oem 5584 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are 
living with their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 
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TABLE A.3 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS AND BY SEX, 1971 


ee 


LA 


ne 


Family Character- Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
istics and Sex Less Than Earners 
r Slrs0/hr. 9°S1..90/hr. ©$2.50/nr-; 
Unattached 
Individuals 260,010 373,030 3765530 Le2375660 
row pet PX) 30.5 46.6 
column pet Gedy oh ead wat pore! Oe 
Male rly 3560 164, 200 249,880 654, 730 
row pet iS) Pea | 385-2 
column pet ee HS ep) 11.8 ies 
Female 142,650 Zi 3e30 376%050 582,950 
row pet 24.5 SSolpey/ 562.0 
column ~pet 178 eae Dee Diez 
Heads of Families 228,619 348,960 IAS TES. 3 {6315420 
row pet Oa2 9..6 2050 
column pct 28.6 285.7 34.2 diel 
Male Z00%520 304,290 654,080 SRS VZS100 
row pet yee sear hB.'6 
column pet 2350 ag Al S028 ede 
Female 28,140 44,670 71,090 119320 
row pet USNS 37.4 D9 
eo lum pet 5 ee) Bea ie | res) 
Wives 312,080 487,550 S217, ViG0 1,491 , 090 
row pet 2029 325% Doe 
column pet 39.0 40.1 33.7 23, 4 
Teta 800, 760 PEZLaSS40> 21225, 760 6,360, 190 
row pct 12.6 eed 3334 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


Excluding children who have never married and who are living 
with their parents. 


i 


Ze. 


a ES ES A 


TABLE A.4 


1 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS AND BY AGE, 1971 


Family Character- Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
istics and Age Less Than Earners 
ee Siso0/hrete ol. 90/lir.ie 2.0/1. < been 
Unattached 
Individuals 260,010 378,030 51050 30 IAaeV  ptere i) 
row pet 9 21%..0 BURG 46.6 
column pet CY. A) Sod DEF foo ESS) 
14-24 years old Lite O L725030 2065500 425,850 
row pet Qe GOE4 6265 
column pet 14.7 14.2 |e aaa) 6.7 
25 and over LA2e2 20 205,900 SOTO 811,830 
row pet AE 25.4 36.2 
column pct Nate: Wy a) 14.6 28 
Heads of Families 228,07 0 348,960 1255 en) 35, 62315420 
row pet One 9.6 20.0 
column pct 28.6 281. oe Saal 
14-24 years old 275 OL0 46,140 103,660 293,020 
row pet ome i535 Sys: 
column pct 34 fee! 4.9 4.7 
25 and over 2015, 060 3025820 621,510 3, 233,900 
row pet 6.0 | 1336 
column pct 25 eb 2469 7S Sis a 
Wives 312060 487,550 821,060 1,491,090 
row pet 20.9 Bey) Shoe 
column pet 392.0 40.1 Borat 23.4 
14-24 years old 70,820 LS7500 190,970 3071150 
Lowe po Zire 36.9 G22 
column pct 8.8 ee 9.0 4.8 
25 and over 241,260 374,250 630,090 183,940 
row pet 20.4 ei Mato! S32 
column pet 3.0 ml S038 29%) 1656 
Total 800, 760 LyZiae 4082 1227 OU 6, 360,190 
row pet 1230 Loot 33). 4 


Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


Excluding children who have never married and who are living 
with their parents. 


l. 


a 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 


Marital Status 


and Sex 
Single 
row pet 


column pet 


Male 
row pct 
column pet 


Female 
row pct 
column pet 


Married 
FELONY jOXEKE 
column pet 


Male 
row pet 
column pet 


Female 
row pet 
column pct 


Other 
row pct 
column pct 


Male 
row pet 
column pet 


Female 
row pet 
column pet 


Local 
row pet 


——$ 


TABLE A.5 


BY MARITAL STATUS AND BY SEX, 1971 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates 
Less Than 


S1.60/hr, 


eS Bei 70 
20.4 
iro) ) 


9651310 
£910 
NRG 


95,240 
Zeek 
Wee) 


524,860 
10.4 
65.5 


202,040 
5.7 
252 


322,820 
D122 
40.3 


84,530 
2S 
LOG 


199420 
14.1 
aD 


64,810 
Pah 
Sb 


800, 760 
12.6 


a 


with their parents. 


SS). 90/hre 


281,400 
30.0 
re 


133,920 
2614 
120 


147,480 
34.2 
Bey cal 


809,610 
Lea 
66.7 


308,180 
3.8 
Zino 


501,430 
32.9 
Glin 


12350 
SP aey| 
LOZ 


2656910 
oie 2) 
Des 


97,140 
40.8 
8.0 


1,214,540 


Mie 3 


S20 es 


440,020 
46.9 
2007 


202,990 
40.0 
9.6 


2 377,030 
54.9 
HLM cos 


is 00970 


ZOO 
LO 


659,740 
Tod 
Suede 


841,170 
DO a2 
39.6 


181,830 
48.1 
8.6 


41,230 
PRS oe 
he) 


140,600 
5920 
6.6 


2,122,760 


334 


Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


Total Wage 
Earners 


933,630 
14.8 
506,970 
8.0 
431,660 
6.8 
5,043,340 
TRS) 
Sloy Ae) 
Dose 
eres yaoi eo AO) 
24.0 
3785220) 
ony 
139,690 
2.2 
236,000 
Dish 


6,360,190 


Excluding children who have never married and who are living 


A-8 


TABLE A.6 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY MARITAL STATUS AND BY AGE, 1971 


_— dae oe ee eee 


eee te eee oe ee en ee a ee ee ae ee ee ee oe ee 


Marital Status Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
and Age Less Than Earners 
a. Sl O0/hres “St. 90 (ree oe 2 Oy nis 
Single LV. 370 281,400 440,020 938,630 
row pct 20.4 30.0 46.9 
column pet 239 2062 2077 14.8 
14-24 years old V1L67370 169, 880 2395810 ATS > Oe) 
row pct 26.1 41.1 6228 
column pct 14.5 14.0 1222 ja) 
25 and over 75,000 LT 520 180,210 525,060 
row pet 14.3 Zee Sy 6: 
column pct 9.4 9.2 8H5 Sie 
Married 524,860 80956108 155005910 5,043, 340 
row pct 10.4 loge 29770 
column pct 65.9 66.7 70m) 7 eS, 
14-24 years old 97,000 1975390 294,200 606, 460 
row pct 16.0 2620 48.5 
column pct LQ LoaU Long eh) 
25 and over 427,860 652,22 00e18 2065 7 10 4,436, 880 
row pet 926 14.7 2182 
column pct ane 53 a0 56.8 69.8 
Other 84,530 12:3 3530 181,830 378,220 
row pet fe Seen 48.1 
column pct L036 LOR 826 5¢9 
14-24 years old 2; 690% 4,300* 6,980* 11,090 
row pet fam Y 3826 62d 
column pet 0.4 0.4 ats 8h, Ord. 
25 and over 81,680 LESe23G 174,850 3677130 
row pet Lowe 32.5 E/E) 
column pct 10g2 o°8 Ol DIES) 
Total 800, 760 1,214 9540" 251227760 655609190 
row pet 1256 Toe 334 


— — 


Excluding children who have never married and who are living 
with their parents. 

Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 

Figures below 10,000 are shown but they are not reliable. 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS* 


Region 


Atlantic 
row pet 
column pet 


Quebec 
row pet 
column pet 


Ontario 
row pct 
column pct 


Prairies 
row pet 
column pct 


British Columbia 


row pct 
column pet 


Total 
row pet 


TABLE A.7 


BY REGION, 1971 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates 


Less Than 
Sle 00/ha aw 51.90) hme. $2. 50/inir: 
115,930 156, 230 240,160 
23.0 31.0 47.6 
ta) 12.9 iS 
221,880 346,100 605,130 
es 20.9 S655 
Ziad 23:25 2805 
256,750 399,630 740, 850 
1020 Tox Ieee 
Beck 32.9 34.9 
13:6,.310 208, 490 399; 550 
ee TPL EOS 38.8 
iat by AEE 16.9 
69.810 103,790 77,070 
10.0 [Ae DOLE 
tonsa! oD Soe 
800, 760 Pe ea O0 eb 0 
1226 real 33.4 


a 


a a 


Total Wage 
Earners 


504, 380 
Tires) 
POO Age 
26:0 
155500 
40.5 
926,930 
14.6 
697,430 
ly 0 


6, 360,190 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living 


with their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY SIZE OF AREA OF RESIDENCE, 


Size tot Area-ot 
Residence 


Urban 100, 000+ 
row pet 
column pct 


30;,,0005= "99,5999 
row pet 
column pet 


la O0US 92 95999 
row pet 
column pct 


1, 000f= 245999 
row pct 
column pet 


Rural Areas 
row pet 
column pet 


Total 
row pet 


— 


TABLE A.8 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates 


Sb. 60h. 


576,200 
LOA? 
47.0 


106,540 
14.9 
NES ieee’ 


62,880 
14.2 
Wh) 


100, 530 
Lo 
1275.6 


154,500 
L329 
Ree 


800, 760 
12.46 


LOR 


Less than 
S15. 90 Ale eo Osi. 
596.09 08 af 093) 4250 
Lo 29.7 
4.0% 1 Da 
157,240 261-670 
2220) 36465 
129 L2e 3 
94,910 does el) 
GANS) 36.8 
7.8 726 
l5Z7S60 262,490 
Dak oad 3 ee 
125.6 ee 
212,860 343,240 
26xal re 
is Ze LOnc2 
13214 540) ple 2 760 
Lot 30N4 


Total Wage 
Earners 


3, 68256120 
SY ar) 
715,080 
Tele? 
441 ,280 
6.9 
705.4350 
Liles) 
815,860 
Lene 


6,360,190 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living 
with their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


a 


TABLE A.9 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY OCCUPATION, 1971 


A AY 


Occupation Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
Sie OO ol 90/hrs © 52. 50/hr. 
Manage bOLt. ; and 
Tech. ee ea, P7590 265,910 1,274,330 
row pet Dao San) 16.9 
column pet Li-6 WARES L235 24.8 
Clerical and Sales 162, 300 275970 538,850 1,268,160 
row pet b2c8 ZAG ADD 
column pet 2033 ID UES Aes 19.9 
DeLV a4 nec... Iransp. , 
and Comm. 2045 11:0 287,860 446,520 9385 740 
row pet PAR O27, 47.8 
cclumn pet Zoe ee) Zonk 14.8 
Parm. Log. , Fish’. , 
irap., and Hunt: S0R30:0 40,790 565030 LOS 730 
row pet 293 3953 54.6 
column pet 328 3.4 yore 6 
Miners, Quarrymen, 
Craftsmen, Produc- 
tion Process and 
Related Workers 143,540 234,009 445,700 Lyrae, O00) 
row pet cole) Le) Phas tna 
column pct 7 a9 19.3 2173.0 OM fr | 
Labourers 316950 49,190 o7, 080 234, 230 
row pet (6 Pilar) SIPs 
column pct 4.0 41 a | Sea! 
Not in labour force3 
in reference week 135,990 192,490 280,070 506,640 
row pet 260 56.0 bye) 
column pct L720 Le eee 82.0 
Total BO0s7. 00 Mls 2145540 5 212277700 6, 360,190 
row pet 1236 Lond 33.4 


I 


Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 
their parents. 

Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 

The occupation code refers to the job held in the reference week. 
If the person was unemployed at this time, her previous 
occupation was coded. However, no occupation was coded for 
persons not in the labour force at the time of the survey. 


1 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 


TABLE A.10 


BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION, 


ihe gh 


a a ee 


Level of Education Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
Siz GOV bree. $14.90) hess 200. Cte Os wwe 
Grade 8 or Less 284,120 416,810 670,430 1H D625 dak 
row pet 9 12 ZO 42.9 
column pet Sees SE | 31 6 24.6 
High School Not 
Completed 279,800 419,950 702,500 15,0 95y oO 
row pet 14.8 Ip is oie 1 
column pet 34.9 34.6 a 5a) 2928 
High School Completed 131,200 21/2340 436,500 L 325, C00 
row pet 9.9 Mess) Bom) 
column pet 1604 ee 20.6 20.8 
Non-University: Some 
or Completed 54,240 83,290 Liye 20 689,630 
row pet hed Zeek Hits ae 
column pet 6.8 6.9 SoZ LOTS 
University: Some or 
Completed 51,400 (Me NAW 12592300 892,300 
row pet ENees 8.6 56 
column pet 6.4 6.4 G0 L420 
Total 800s 60. ly 24 S40" 2512057 60 6,560,190 
row pet L256 19%) 5304 
1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living 


with their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


TABLE A.10.1 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE LOW-WAGE EARNERS! 
BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION, 1971] 


Level of Education 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
eee Si CO/rs, 31.90/nre 2 S2.50/nt. 
Grade 8 or Less 1302860 DOD LTO Soar heh 13 eo 40 
row pet lee biG 30.9 
column pet ae 2 41.0 40.2 LOL 
High School Not 
Completed 2 i ee 10) 139.5330 268, 060 24160 
row pet beat le 2056 
column pct Pag) 29] 2! 2953 
High School Completed 43,380 65,030 132,040 1525270 
row pet dad 8.6 17.6 
column pct 1326 Sao 14.6 Dorel 
Non-University: Some 
or Completed 19,030 26,690 595650 374,290 
row pet aa | Teel [9 
column pet 6.0 Duck, 6.6 Siew) 
University: Some or 
Completed 29,490 45,330 81,020 6237, 27) 
row pet 4.7 eS 1330 
column pct Oe a7 o20 e546) 
Total B17 090 468,490 903,960 4,166, 830 
row pet US (DE 74 Zany 
1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living 


with their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


TABLE A.10.2 


A-14 


A 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE LOW-WAGE EARNERS 


BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION, 


hoe l 


a a A TT TT A ES TT SN 


Level of Education Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
oi eee S12 60/hrige ole O0/hteeo 2. 0/6. ee 
Grade 8 or Less 153200 224,700 307,240 386,270 
row pet 9 39.7 DB. 2 SS) 
column pet Seay 3051 DS oe es 
High School Not 
Completed 184,670 280,620 434,440 653,090 
row pet 2o-o2 42.9 66.4 
column pet S82 S When) So 0 29.8 
High School Completed o7, 820 52 30 304,460 508,730 
row pet DD 24 26.8 55:09 
column pet LS 2 20.4 2a yaw) 
Non-University: Some 
or Completed 35512 180 56,600 4 S00 ise oy 8) 
row pet Ne v2 Ao 36.2 
column pet 13 7.6 9.4 14.4 
University: Some or 
Completed Zio Shen eval) 53,500 269,050 
row pet Sal Lleas 208 
column pet 4.5 4.3 4.8 NEPA | 
Total 482,870 VACsO5S0 le 2 16.000 251957000 
row pet ISLAY 34.0 DoOeG 
1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living 


With. tied tr iparentcs. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE HEADS 


TABLE A.11 


BY FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS, 1971 


eee Se SS 


Family Characteristics 


SS 


Married Couples 
row pct 
column pct 


Married Couples 
with Children 
TOW pet 
column pet 


Single Parents 
row pet 
column pct 


Total 
row pct 


meee ee ee Se a 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates 


S160) bie. 


64,720 
13 
28.3 


3 er BO 
Bt 
57.6 


39.230 
20.5 
14.1 


228,670 
6.3 


ee cr ee ee SS ee ee eee 


1. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


esis) Than 


oy a 


96,190 
LO2S 
2136 


203773 90 
WD 
Siok, 


49, 380 
31.5 
rie) 


348,960 
eels 


S2..50/ hr. 


209,570 
23.6 
28.9 


435,500 
16.8 
60.1 


80,100 
51.0 
ee 


TZ pO 
20.0 


ee ee 


Total Wage 
Earners 


889,800 


24.5 


2,584,690 


156,930 


4.3 


3,631,420 


em a ee ne ne ee a eee 


TABLE A.12 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE HEADS 
BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, 1971. 


mm ee ee ee ee ee 


mr a ee ee ee 


Number of Children Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Under 18 Less Than Earners 
a S1°60/nre 157 90 ni. 92) Oy nr. ott 
No Children 79,940 [245450 205,750 15385 17-0 
row pet 1 PRG) 1o.9 Jive bh 
column pct Seal. 354 36'..6 Bi he 
One Child 56,040 87,370 179,440 832,240 
row pet Ony. 10.6 i Weal 
column pet 24.5 £16 Gs IEE) fae) 
Two Children 43,210 66,500 132,080 SOT e220 
row pet pe Caz 16.4 
column pct 1329 eleni Pons Dlusee 
Three Children 24,440 35,740 72,870 471,190 
row pet Bee 130 LS 
column pct LOSF 1052 10.0 132.0 
Four Children or More 25,040 34,400 14,))0 552,000 
row pet 6.5 Oe 19° 
column pct Pied yee 1053 1025 
Total 228.670 348,960 725; 20 3,631,420 
row pet 6.3 O%6 20% 0 


wee ee eee Se 


Ree a ee ee eee 


ee a ee oe ee ee eee 


1. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


A=17 


ee ee ee ee - 
— cr re ee ee ee ee ee ee a ee eee 


TABLE A.13 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE HEADS 
BY WIFE'S WAGE RATE, 1971 


emer eh ew mm re ee ee ee ee ee es eee ee ——— = 


— ee ae ee 


Wife's Wage Rate Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 


Siz 60/he. S1.90/hr. > S2.50/he. 


Did not Work in 1971 1163070 ee O 365,540 2, 0455010 

row pet 1 a ores L729 

column pct See! Donat 26.7 58.9 
SOMOL =) 31 29 325220 48,790 92,940 295,960 

row pet 1039 ORES) S14 

column pet 16.4 L6.3 14.4 2D 
miso — $2 4:9 feo) Spy v0) 96,450 489,930 

row pct 4.6 yee? Loa, 

column pet ie es id 7 15.0 41 
Se sO Os 09 14,980 23,790 DW AoA, 433 560 

row pet oe) Dia ie 

column pct ixO ee) 8.9 D2iad 
$4.00 + 10,600 17,450 32, 750 210,030 

row pet Sau a3 1556 

column pct 5.4 Syri) Diet 6.0 
Total 196,440 299,580 645,070 3,474,490 

row pct Sad 8.6 18.6 


os, ee ae ee ee oe 


1. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


ee te A A OT SS TS SS TS A ES TT 


TABLE A.14 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE WIVES BY 
WHETHER OR NOT THEY HAD CHILDREN, 1971 


a em ee EE A AE OD EE A RO 


nee ee ee ee Ee eS 


AW18 


—_———— 


Children Did Not Wage Earners With Wage Total Wage 
Work in Rates Less Than Earners 
197d 


$1:60/hreees le 90/h ree S250) nee 


a 


-——=— 


No Childrey 716 ., 330 89,500 149,190 278,580 546,790 
row pet bbe, 16.4 2733 pp laaxt) 
column pct 28.4 23 7 Or. Bias) a 
With Children 1,311,460 222,280 333, 360 542,480 944,300 
row pet 65.7 2320 Spyee: oY ies) 
column pet aed WA 02 69.4 66.1 5.3) 
Total ee Bi, 290 312,080 48H D0 821,060 1,491,090 
row pet 62.9 20.9 a2 See) 
1. Excluding the wives who did not work in 1971. 
2. In the first column, the row percentage indicates the proportion of 


wives who did not work in 1971. 


3. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 
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Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


APPENDIX B 


DETALLED TABLES , "1973 


Percentage 
Earners by 


Percentage 
Earners by 


Percentage 
Earners by 
Sex Love: 


Percentage 
Earners by 
Deen LOT a" 


Percentage 
Earners by 
Log. 


Percentage 


Earners by 
1973. 


Percentage 
Earners by 


Percentage 
Earners by 
1973. 


Percentage 
Earners by 


Distribution of Low-Wage 
Aen O73, 
Distribution of Low-Wage 
nem 1O7oe 
Distribution of Low-Wage 


Family Characteristics and by 


Distribution of Low-Wage 
Family Characteristics and by 


Distribution of Low-Wage 
Marital’ Status and “by Sex, 


Distribution of Low-Wage 
Marital Status and by Age, 


Distribution One Low--Wage 
Region, 1973. 
Distribution of Low-Wage 


Size of Area of Residence, 


Distribution of Low-Wage 


Occupation, 1973: 


APPENDIX B CONT'D. 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


+0 


wi 0. 


ol Oe 


eel 


<2 


shies 


14 


Percentage Distribution of Low-Wage 
Earners by Level of Education, 1973. 


Percentage Distribution of Male Low-Wage 
Earners by Level of Education, 1973. 


Percentage Distribution of Female Low- 
Wage Earners by Level of Education, 1973. 


Percentage Distributton of Low-Wage 
Heads by Family Characteristics, 1973. 


Percentage Distributaon® of Low-Wage 
Heads by Number of Children Under 18 
Years of Age, 1973. 


Percentage Distribution of Low-Wage 
Heads by Wife's Wage Rate, 1973. 


Percentage Distributson * of Low-Wage 
Wives by Whether or Not They had Child- 
ren Under 18, 1973. 


B-3 


LE ES ED - ES oS Meth eens cen Ho 
ee ee cS A Ve Se | OD A ee ee eee 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 


TABLE B.1 


1 


BY AGE, 1973. 
Age Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
ene tee ee Orr. eo 0 hre. a2 Ui) eae OO rae 
14-24 years old 159,550 244,010 464,760 641 , 340 1,098, 740 
row pet Lan 2262. 42.3 58.4 
column pct 28.0 2623 Sar | 26.6 Lie 
25-59 years old 3475700 527-620 — 10452 5600 15395010 5; 165, 3:70 
row pct Gar LOS. 2Oa2 29.8 
column pet 60.9 Glee 623 6339 ioe 0 
60 years and over 63), 350 89,940 166,730 226,650 528,960 
row pct 20 LAO SH LPSe, 42.8 
column pct Lit 10.4 ne 9.4 Vee) 
Total 5 0,000 S61 .57.0... 1,677,030, 23407;,000 6,793,070 
row pct 8.4 i ae 24.7 35.4 
1. Excluding childen who have never married and who are 


living with their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


pec te ac ett tc eS A NR ES A NN A RD SS NR ES A oe 
eee ee 


TABLE. B:. 2 


1 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY SE XMELSTS 


AS ES ee er ED OS AS EE ES A ee a OD SE eS en ee ee ee ee ee 


Sex Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
- S1260/br.s S16 90/ hr SefouspO/ br. Pesa.00/ tire ee ae 

Male LET. 320 2S O70 597,660 942,430 42 70,130 

row pct D Lee 6.4 14.0 2204 

column pct Sbs8 CULE, 35)76 SOR 62 29 
Female 389,280 588,200 1507953290 T,4645570 2522, 940 

row pet 15.4 2303 42.8 Sou! 

column pet 68.2 68.3 64.4 60738 By) all 
Total 570,600 86%, 570" 5677-050 62, 4078000 6/98,070 

row pot 8.4 0728 24.7 35.4 
1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 


their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


TABLE B.3 


Nee eet 


ihe 


oe er ee ee ee eee 
easy SL A A AS NN ES RA A A a ae 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS AND BY cE x, 1975 


ee ee ee er ee et ee es ao 


Se nee ee eer eee ee 


ee ee we 


Family Character- Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
istics and Sex Less Than Earners 
me ., vl200/br,  Sl.90/hr, $2.50/he..53200/nr, a, 
Unattached 
Individuals 13ls, 91.0 263,050 497,060 661,640. 1,381 55380 
row pct 1 ee 2 19° 4 36.0 47.9 
column pct 3149 30.6 29.6 I ieee PAO 
Male 68, 880 99,880 200,260 279,510 718,930 
Low pet 6 [3.9 77.9 3059 
column pet are Pes i1.9 Lt 36 L0)..6 
Female 13,030 163,970 296, 800 382,130 662,650 
row pct eee 24.7 44.8 Die 
column pct 1.956 1. 9 eee! LS Pe 9.8 
Heads of Families 141,080 216,310 475,840 1OSy BLO) Si, i222 a 
row pct 3.8 20 L256 Zines 
column pet 24.7 2 ek 28.4 Sl at 54.8 
Male 112,440 173,490 397,400 6625.920') 3.551200 
row pet Bid. 4.9 2 Lon 
column pct Loe 2. Ojsall 2337 Dd se Dias 
Female 28,640 42,820 78,440 100, 890 171.050 
row pct Los? 25.0 45.9 5g.) 
column pct Da O oie) 4.7 4.2 Ded 
Wives 247,610 381,410 704,150 981,550 1,6897,240 
row pct Lod 2250 ol eed Solel 
column pct 43.4 44.3 42.0 40.8 (MESES 
Total 570,600 861,070 1,677,030 2,407 0005 16.7 93.,070 
row pct 8.4 eZee 24.7 3354 


Oe te oe ——— =< 
TE LS SS MS SE RT NE SS 
oe ee 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 
their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


See ee ee ee wee ee ee er te ee ee re ee ee ee ee ee 


TABLE B.4 


1 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS AND BY AGE, 1973 


ee ee ee ee ee we ee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee 


Se ee ee ee ee we ee eee 


Family Character- Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
istics and Age Less Than Earners 
7” ahs S1.60/hre S12 90/br.. 192.00) hr oo 00ynr. mies... 
Unattached 
Individuals 181,910 209,000 497,060 661,640) A331 s3c0 
row pet Loc Coal 3620 739 
column pet Seg 3026 29.6 OE IS oe) ZU 
14-24 years old 78,130 120,880 228,410 297,740 475, 380 
row pet 16.4 2554 48.0 62.6 
column pct | ee eay 14.0 1326 L284 70 
25 and over 103,780 142,970 268,650 363,900 906,200 
row pet tLe ie Tess 29.56 40.2 
column pct Lonez 16.6 TOO Le (S23 
Heads of Families 141,080 216,310 475,840 163,510" “Bere 2 2 ou 
row pet a0 a65 1228 2:0...5 
column pct 24.7 Zak 28.4 ae, 54.8 
14-24 years old 2Ua20 34; 370 JO39Z0 Li; 000 296,210 
row pet lee Leo 15 ee) 38.8 
column pct aie) 4.0 422 4.8 4.4 
25 and over 119,660 181,940 404,920 648,810 3,426,040 
row pet Chae eee Malte 18.9 
column pct yh es 0 de 24.1 2160 50.4 
Wives 247,610 381,410 704,150 981,550 1,689,240 
row pet 14.7 2256 aly Bye ie ih 
column pet 43.4 44.3 LED ee 40.8 24.9 
14-24 years old 60, 000 88, 760 165,430 228,600 52721350 
row pet Lone 7g A 50.6 69),.9 
column pct TORS TO33 a 0.5 4.8 
25 and over 187,610 2925550 538,720 1525 950-—1,,362,-090 
row pet 13756 Pe) 3526 plese. 
column pet o259 34.0 S201 Sie Zuet 
Total 570,600 861,570) 1,677,050" 25407, 000m. G. 795.070 
row pet 8.4 ars) 2407 35.4 


— 


= ae ee 


Se ee ee See ee ee ee eee 


Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 


their parents. 


Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


Bay 


St ee ee ane: 
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TABLE B..5 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS | 


BY MARITAL STATUS AND BY SEX, 1973 


eee ee ee ee ee 


— 


- -—--. 


en ee ee 


ae ee oe 


ee ee ee ee 


Marital Status 


Wage Earners with Wage Rates Total Wage 
and Sex Less Than Earners 
Poteet ses OU/hr. Suooyhre” S2e60/hrt $3. 00/hre 
Single 141,890 209,100 385,740 513554607 01052410. 
row pet RS: Too SG 48.8 
column pet 24.9 Zoe TOO vd aS ile T es. 
Male 56, 000 Sis 82.0 LOLROTO 226,410 547,510 
row pct TO32 14.9 29.4 41.4 
column pet Ons 5) 90 9.4 Bot 
Female 85,890 22 ou 224,670 ZEST 30 504,900 
row pet eo 2D 44.5 Done 
column pct oye 14.8 13..4 eS) 7.4 
Married 368,070 5045690)" 112059700 L668, 0800 5, 2752s 
row pet Dis LO DANE 3126 
column pet 64.5 65545 66.8 959 aes! 
Male 1327730 174,840 400,310 666,960 «3,546,770 
row pet Bi 4.9 1 OS 18.8 
column pct 1 20.3 fae Nee Piel DLL 
Femaie 254,340 389,850 720,660 > 17001120 » ia zere 80 
row pet 14.7 226 Al .7 5020 
column pct 44.6 45.2 43.0 41.6 25.4 
Other 60,640 87,780 170, 340 225, 380 465,410 
row pct 13.0 isyees) 36.10 48.4 
column pct 106 PO LOZ 9.4 6.9 
Male Lis 90 16,710 36,280 49,060 17 36, 85:0 
row pet 6.7 9.6 209 2B acd 
column pct Zit) eS, ee 2:30 2116 
Female 49,050 714,070 134,060 176, 320 291955 60 
row pet 16.8 24.4 46.0 60.5 
column pet 8.6 One 8.0 Lie) 4.3 
Total 570, 600 861,570 1,677,050 2,407,000 6,793,070 
row pet 8.4 12 oe 20 oof 35.4 
PEE RE ORE Dt SE oA men ee TE ah 
1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living with their 
parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


TABLE B.6 


ee A A TS SF A ES SY 


iV 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 


meee we ee ee 


BY MARITAL STATUS AND BY AGE, 1 


a ae ee a ee ee ne en ee ee Ee ee et ee ae er 


978 


— ewe 


Marital Status Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
and Age Less Than Earners 
Pane SU 60/ nme. oie 90 /nw, eve o0y hie eo 500i iie, hay 
Single 141,890 209,100 385,740 5135540 S105 25 cn) 
row pct 9 T5ix5 Eom 300/ 48.8 
column pct 24no) 24.3 25.80) Zhe ter 
W4-24 years ‘old 74,870 LV63780 221,900 287 5430 460,130 
row pct Oras 25.4 48.2 62.59 
column pct LA 13.46 Laz er) 6.8 
25 and over O20 G2 320 163,840 226510 59251280 
row pet 1s PS 15.40 ZiAL 38.2 
column pct i ie TOY; 98 9.4 ots 
Married 368,070 56475690)" 1, 12009708! (6683080 S552 tose 
row pet Lad 10.7 ZA aee eS 
column pct 64.5 Gp 66.8 6935 Mieal 
14-24 years old 79,600 TOR 60 230,900 337 a) 616,930 
row pet ie) 19.4 37.4 54.7 
column pct 14.0 ee oe 14.0 Soil 
25 and over 288,470 445,130 8907470 11,330,670 476585320 
row pct Gere 9.6 19. al 28 40 
column pct 50.6 Siaced 33,41 Dey ao 68.6 
Other 60,640 87,780 170,340 225,350 465,410 
row pet i 30 TB 9 36.40 48.4 
column pct TOR6 LOZ LO. #2 9.4 6:9 
14-24 years old 5,080* 7,670* 124360 16,500 21,680 
row pet 23.4 35.4 Sy AO 764 
column pct OS) 0.9 Oe Oa Ou 
25 and over Jon 00 80,110 157,980 208, 880 443,730 
row pct 12. WS ..0) 35.16 at 
column pct Dit 9.3 9.4 Oud 6.5 
Total 570,600 861,570 1 677 05002 407 000° 36,9793.070 
row pet 8.4 L237 24.7 35.4 
1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living 


with their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


* 


Figures below 10,000 are shown but they are not reliable. 
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TABLE B./7 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WACE EARNERS! 
BY REGION, 1973 


re rr ee er a ar ee re RE EE ES 


Region Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
$1.60/hr. $1.90/hr. $2.50/hr. $3.00/hr. 
Atlantic TAS960 111,680 194,840 261,270 545,210 
row pct F322 210 clenad 48.0 
column pct 12.56 13:0 TG 1079 ote 
Quebec 161,190 243,040 479,660 690,130 1,788,440 
row pet a0 13:26 2638 38.6 
column pct Doane 2BH2 Ze00 2am) 26.4 
Ontario 190,100 288,130 572,430 ~— 845,320 “27694. 110 
row pet tel 1027 21.4 31.4 
column pct bib ess) 33.4 3459 3528 S97. 
Prairies 95,430 142,240 251620) -402150 971,440 
row pct S) est: 14.6 ZOU 41.4 
column pct 16 3/ Lon9 16.8 16.7 14.3 
British Columbia SL IZ0 76,480 145,500 208,130 793,870 
row pct ee) 9.6 1303 26.2 
column pct OAL 8.9 Sai Sra 11.4 
Total 570,600 S615 70 15677505082, 407,000) 6.79350 70 
Tow pct 8.4 P2io7 24.7 35.4 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 
their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 
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TABLE B.8 
1 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY SIZE OF AREA OF RESIDENCE, 1973 


—— — ee ee 


—-. 2.2 ewe 


eee ee eee 


Size of Area of Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Residence Less Than Earners 
—,. es PE Si60/hr. -S1290/hr S225 0/hw. 693.00) ne 4 Sai 
Urban 100, 000+ 2793260 4219,990 8585480) 1526325508 22914680 
row pet tes! FOSS 29 Smo 
column pct 43:19 29 10 Dia I2a oD evusib 
S30, DOO 31997999 57,080 86, 920 187,140 273,470 FILS 97,0 
row pet Ue) 12,51 26.0 Boru 
column pct 10.0 OR ie? Lie LOG 
1p UDOR ao 9 99 Sr) 2-0) 63,050 124,830 170,670 462,620 
row pet B83 a7 217 80 369 
column pct TRS) ase pee Tia dio 
1000s 145.999 76,280 116,660 2125050 298, 330 TF2389200 
row pet 10.6 FOZ. 29 o4 41.4 
column pct 13.4 hohe s) 12,46 12.4 10.6 
Rural Areas 114, 860 123,950 295) 50 401,000 975,450 
Low pet Bisse pe) 30.22 feted 
column pct ZO22 201 Hi6 Loa7 14.4 
Total 570,600 661795 70m 156775050 22407, 000 SG a7 032070 
row pct 8.4 fae Ts 24.7 35.4 


eae see 


eee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee 


ee ee ee oe ees -. 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 


their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


B-11 
CHARACTERISTICS OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS IN CANADA, 1971 AND 1973 


ERRATA 


The followingtable replaces the table appearing on pages B-11 and B-12 of Appendix B. 


a ee ee 


TABLE B.9 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS! 
BY OCCUPATION, 1973 


rr a ee 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates 


Total wage 


Occupation Less Than Earners 
$1.60/hr.  $1.90/hr.  $2.50/hr. $3.00/hr. 
Managerial and 
Administrative 6,440* 9,300* 22,220 39,950 417,950 
row pet 1 Pay? 5.3 9.6 
column pet 2 oe Lasl 1.3 Ll Gee 
Professional” 49,210 72,390 147,430 214,750 1,011,190 
row pct 4.9 Have 14.6 ae 
column pct 8.6 8.4 8.8 8.9 14.9 
Clerical and Sales 119,460 199,860 464,240 727,100 1,632,790 
row pct 1s L252 28.4 44.5 
column pct 20.9 23,2 27.7 30.2 24.0 
Service 138,070 189,110 326,280 407,770 689,140 
row pct 20.0 27.4 47.3 59.2 
column pct 24.2 21.9 19.5 16.9 10.1 
Farming, Hunting, 
and Logging4 21,590 30,660 46,550 62,700 125,870 
row pct t7 22 24.4 37.0 49.8 
column pct 3.8 3,0 2.8 2.6 1.9 
Mining and Quarrying, 
Porcessing and 
Machining 23,950 40,310 84,640 132,390 574,740 
row pct 4.2 7.0 14.7 23.0 
column pct 4,2 4.7 a0 ce] 8.5 
Product Fabricating, 
Assembling and 
Repairing 46,040 81,070 159,860 237,830 659,670 
_ row pet 7.0 1233 24.2 36.1 
column pet 8.1 9.4 9.5 9.9 9.7 
Construction and 
Transportation 48,230 74,500 166,300 255,200 1,095,550 
row pet 4.4 6.8 a yrac4 23.3 
column pct 8.5 8.6 o.9 10.6 16.1 
Not in Labour Force 
in Reference Week 117,510 164,370 259,530 329,310 586,170 
row pct 20.1 28.0 44.3 36.2 
column pet 20.6 19.1 15.5 13:7 8.6 
Total | 570,600 861,570 1,677,050 2,407,000- 6,793,070 
row pct 8.4 12.7 24.7 35.4 


cern ene ncn ASST LC OL LL A A 
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TABLE B-9 FOOTNOTES 


Excluding children who have never married and who 
are living with their parents. 


Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


Includes Natural Sciences, Engineering, Mathemat- 
ics, Social Sciences, Religion, Teaching, Medicine 
and Health, Artistic, Literary, Recreational and 
Related Occupations. 


Includes Farming, Horticultural and Animal 
Husbandry, Fishing, Hunting, Trapping, Forestry 
and Logging. 


Includes Construction Trades, Transport Equipment 
Operation, Materials Handling, Other Crafts and 
Equipment; Operations. 


The occupation code refers to the job held in the 
reference week. If the person was unemployed at 
this time, his/her previous occupation was coded. 
However, no occupation was coded for persons not 
in the labour force at the time of the _ survey. 


Figures below 10,000 are shown but they are not 
reliable. 


REPARTITION EN POURCENTAGE DES PETITS SALARIES 


TABLEAU B.9 


SELON LA PROFESSION, 1973 


SW 


Profession 


Gestion et 
administration 
% de la ligne 
% de la colonne 


Professions Mneveles” 


% de la ligne 
% de la colonne 


Employés de bureau 
et vendeurs 
% de la ligne 
% de la colonne 


Travailleurs 
des services 
% de la ligne 
% de la colonne 


$1.60/h 


6, 440* 
ihe 
Leth 


49, 210 
4.9 
8.6 


119, 460 
hs 
2089 


138,070 
20.0 
24.2 


Cultivateurs, chasseurs, 


bicherons 
% de la ligne 
% de la colonne 


Mineurs, etc. 
% de la ligne 
% de la colonne 


Fabrication, montage 
et réparation de 
produits 

% de la ligne 
% de la colonne 


Travailleurs de la 
construction et 
du transport 

% de la ligne 
% de la colonne 


29290 
INTE 72 
320 


23,990 


4.2 
4.2 


46, 040 


$1.90/h 


9, 300* 


Bre 
ia 


apo ge 
id ee. 
8.4 


199, 860 
L2e2 
Zan 2 


189,110 
amp 
21.9 


30, 660 
24.4 
0 


40, 310 


i 0 
4.7 


81,070 


$2.50/h 


294290 
5.3 
led 


147, 430 
14.6 
8.8 


464, 240 
28.4 
2747 


326, 280 
47.3 
19%) 


46,550 
ares 
one 


84, 640 
14.7 
5.0 


159, 860 
24.2 
a 


166, 300 
io 
9.9 


—S— eS 


Salariés gagnant moins de 


$3.00/h 


B9;.950 
726 
dood 


214, 750 
Zier 
S09 


T2700 
44.5 
30. 2 


407,770 
S92 
1659 


62, 700 
49.8 
2.6 


132, 390 
p30 
5.5 


237, 830 
36.1 
9.9 


259,200 
ria 8: 
10.6 


Nombre total 
de salariés 


a9 50 


baz 


1,011,190 


14.9 


1,632, 790 


24.0 


689,140 


£Oet 


125, 870 
169 
574, 740 


Bao 


659, 670 


at 


1,095,530 


LGat 


~.«suite 


SUITE DU TABLEAU B.9 Bat 


a ee ee 


Ne faisaient pas partie 


de la pop. active 
durant la semaine 
de référence Di. o10 164, 370 259,030 SYA SMG) 586,170 
4 de la ligne ZO RL 28.0 44, 3 Bho 2 
% de la colonne 2056 Ee 1535 137. 8.6 
Total 570, 600 So), 5/0) 1567770505 2,407,000 6, 793,070 
% de la ligne 8.4 2a Wie Ih 35.4 

iF Sauf les enfants qui ne se sont jamais mariés et qui 
vivent avec leurs parents. 

Ds Les chiffres ayant été arrondis, il est possible que 
les pourcentages ne totalisent pas 100.0. 

3% Comprend les sciences naturelles, le génie, les 
mathématiques, les sciences sociales, la _ religion, 
l'enseignement, la médecine et les sciences de la 
santé, les arts, les lettres et les professions 
reliées aux activités récréatives. 

4, Comprend l'agriculture, l'horticulture et 1'élevage, 
la péche, la chasse, le piégeage, la sylviculture et 
l'abattage. 

be Comprend les mineurs, les carriers, ainsi que _ les 
travailleurs employés dans le traitement et 
l'usinage des matiéres premiéres. 

6; Comprend les métiers de la construction, le trans- 
port, la manutention et la conduite de machines et 
d'appareils divers. 

iE La profession qui a été codée se rapporte a4 l'emploi 
occupé dans la semaine de référence. Si la personne 
chémait pendant cette période, sa profession 
précédente a é@té  codée. Cependant, aucune 
profession n'a été codée pour les personnes qui ne 
faisaient pas partie de la population active au 
moment de l'enquéte. 

* 


Les chiffres de moins de 10,000 sont présentés mais 
ils ne sont pas fiables. 


> ee 


TABLE B.10 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE EARNERS! 
BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION, 1973 
a ee AS PSSST oT c-Si ssh ors aunt 


Level of Education 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
$1.60/hr. $1.90/hr. $2.50/hr. $3.00/hr. 


a 


Grade 8 or Less 176,900 265,070 4945140) 678,210 195385600 
row pet 9 jee Digs 2 Sy aRA 44.1 
column pct 319.0 30.8 29..5 282 2220 
High School Not 
Completed 203; 210 SO 750 5185350) 808,970) P23019 4750 
row pct 10:2 Pon 23.6 40.1 
column pct 36.0 357.10 34.5 33°..6 291 
High School Completed 98,210 152,000 321,980 502,150 (17418, 260 
row pet 6.9 LON7 5A chee 
column pct Eee bE.6 19-2 20.9 20.9 
Non-University: 
Some or Completed 49,040 74,900 1535.330 232,630 8105220 
row pet 621 Ore 19.5 Zon. 
column pct 8.6 8.7 9.4 of es, 
University: Some 
or Completed 41,410 62,490 £245250 185,060 91,006,240 
row pct 4.1 6.2 P23 18.4 
column pct (ey? (Re: 7.4 ViRe, 14.8 
Total 570, 600 8619570) 15°677,;050°2, 407,000; 6,793,070 
row pct 8.4 7 24.7 35.4 


cm cee na a 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 


their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 
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TABLE B.10.1 


i 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE LOW-WAGE EARNERS 
BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION, 1973 


ree ee ee ee eee 


Level of Education 


Grade 8 or Less 
row pct 
column pct 


High School Not 
Completed 
row pct 
column pct 


High School Completed 
row pct 
column pct 


Non-University: 
Some or Completed 
row pet 
column pct 


University: Some 
or Completed 
row pct 
column pct 


Total 
row pct 


ae ee 


rere oe ee oe ne ee 


Na ee ee TE EES ES ERS eo Eo 


ee a ee ee 


Wage Earners With Wage Rates Total Wage 
Less Than Earners 
$160/hr. (S90 (hr. geo ae Uni, oo. 00/hre Tae 
68, 390 104,600 2295850 356, bbO.) 13136,5380 
6.0 Doe ZOs 2 Siac) 
Shen] 3823 50.) Silbats: 26.6 
Dil 20) 86,240 184,060 2907710. blee2 I 2ao0 
4.5 Sheete) 14.5 22ae 
ENie AW) a1Le5 a0eS 30.8 29.8 
22,060 34,700 79,030 134,150 773,410 
29 4.5 1072 Pies. 
V2.2 Lp a | NS pgp 14,2 Toa 
13,660 18 5360 43,880 69,420 407,750 
3.4 4.5 10.8 1720 
Is Gres: lies) 7.4 , 
19,690 29,470 60,840 92 ,040 679,340 
ae, 4.3 6.0 ibs 2°S) 
1059 10.8 ORs 9.8 15:59 
£8L%320 2735370 597,660 942,430 4,270,130 
4.2 6.4 14.0 Drak 


ee ene ee ae me ee eee 


ae Sr 


ae ree re eee ee 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 


their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


jas es) 


es a ee ee | ee er FS Ee Te “es fe ee ~ ee ee 
aoe 
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TABLE B.10.2 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE LOW-WAGE EARNERS | 


BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION, 1973 


ee Ss ee TES FE TR / PO 


eee me 


Nee ccmmuamenene-erw une -aee ~ we sEne mesons es re -aoen “enTotemnte we enemas 


Level of Education Wage Earners With Wage Rates 


Less Than 


Total Wage 
Earners 


Sr O0;nrs 


ee i ne ee ee ee 


SISO Dera oO 683.00 )na eee 


ee ee ee 


Grade 8 or Less 106, 510 160,470 264,290 322,100 Ae 2 
row pet 2720 33-9 05.0 80.2 
column pct De fem) ia as) 245 22,0 lela) 
High School Not 
Completed 147,790 220,870 394,290 518,260 747,000 
row pet 19.5 ae bel Sparks) 69.4 
column pct 38.0 B06 30.2 35.4 2936 
High School Completed 76, 150 17,300 242,950 367,980 644, 850 
row pet 1.8 PO 377 Dil 
column pct 19.6 1729 22.0 2k 256 
Non-University: 
Some or Completed B50 56,540 114,450 1635 210 402,470 
row pct 8.8 14.0 28.4 40.6 
column pct eel O76 10.6 ie oa 16:0 
University:, Some 
or Completed 21,450 33,020 63,410 93.5020 326, 900 
row pet 626 LOe! 19.4 2a 
column pct De) 5.6 She, 6.4 ei 
Total 389,280 588,200 1,079,390 1,464,570 23522, 940 
row pct 15.4 23.03 42°.8 58.1 


ee re ee ee 


ee ee ee ee 


ep 


1. Excluding children who have never married and who are living with 


their parents. 


2. Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 


aoe ee oe Te omen ee ee ae A A AS A SS a TS ES SS SE 
ce a ee ee ee - pm ee 


TABLE SB el 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LOW-WAGE HEADS 
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